2O4                      Ghosts and Witches.               [A.D. 1772.
connected with his reputation, that, self-love being interested, .   he may exert himself to promote their interest.    You have first large circles, or clans; as commerce increases, the connection is confined to families.    By degrees, that too goes 'off, as having become unnecessary, and there being few opportunities of intercourse.    One brother is a merchant in : j                           the city, and another is an officer in the guards.    How little
" ]                            intercourse can these two have !'
]                               I argued warmly for the old feudal system'.    Sir Alex-
; |                           ander opposed it, and talked of the pleasure of seeing all
; |                           men free and independent.    JOHNSON. ' I agree with Mr.
j I                           Boswell that there must be a high satisfaction in being a
! i                           feudal Lord; but we are to consider, that we ought not tc\
•  t                           wish to have a number of men unhappy for the satisfaction ; }                           of one2.'—I maintained that numbers, namely, the vassals ; \                            or followers, were not unhappy; for that there was a recip-j  ;                               rocal satisfaction between the Lord and them: he being I »                                 kind in his authority over them'; they being respectful and
faithful to him.
On Thursday, April 9, I called on him to beg he would
go and dine with me at the Mitre tavern.    He had resolved
not to dine at all this day, I know not for what reason ; and •!   :                            I was so unwilling to be deprived of his company, that I
was content to submit to suffer a want, which was at first |E                              somewhat painful, but he soon made me forget it; and a
!                               man is always pleased with himself when he finds his in-
|;  •                            tellectual inclinations predominate.
!'  ,                                He observed, that to reason philosophically on the nature
I                               of prayer, was very unprofitable.
'•\                                  Talking of ghosts3, he said, he knew one friend, who was
I;                               an honest man and a sensible man, who told him he had
'••   '                            seen a ghost, old Mr. Edward Cave, the printer at St. John's
•                                           1 See ante, ii. 155, for Johnson's attack on Lord Chatham's 'feudal "                                      gabble.'
2 In Boswell's Hebrides, on Aug. 25, 1773, Johnson makes much the \ ,'                                 same answer to a like statement by Boswell.   See post, March 21,
1783-'                                       3 See ante, i. 397, 469, and^J^, April 10,1772.
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